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U) Real Party in Interest 

Tha real party in interest in thi0 application is KONINKLIJKE 
PHILIP ELECTRONICS N.V, by virtue of an assignment from the 
inventors recorded on February 12, 2002, at Reel 012 6*6, Frame 
0276. 
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(ii) Related App^la and Interferences 

There are no other appeals and/or inter fftrences related to 
this application. 
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(iii) Si.atua of Claims 

Claima 1-3 have been c^nr:ftlled. Claims 4-10 stand finally 

rejected by th* Fxaminer. 
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(iv) Statu s of AmenrimgnLa 

There was on* Amendment filed on February 17, 2006, after 
final rejection of the claims on January 12. 2Q0G , this Amendment 
haviny Viften considered and entered by the gxatniner. 
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(v) Summary Of Claimed Subject Mat ter 

The oubject invention reJ^i.fis to a system including an 
apparatus, a remote control tor controlling the apparaUiH and a 
speech processor for processing speech commands. 

Recent developments in speech recognition techniques have 
enabled ucere of electronic systems tu control these systems by 
spoken commands. However, in the event that there are multiple 
users in the oame setting, conflicts may result when more than one 
user issues spoken r:mnmands to the same ay o tern. 

It is an object of the subject invention to alleviaLe these 
problems. In particular, as claimed in claims 4 and 10, shown in 
Fig. 1, and described in the Substitute Specif icaU un on page 5, 
line 6 to page 6, line 2 (Paragraph [00101 ) , the system includes an 
apparatus, e.g., a television receiver 101, and a remote control 
102 for controlling the television receiver 101. The system also 
includes a speech processor (211 in Fig. 2, page 6, lines 13-18) 
tor processing speech commands for cirmr.rolling the apparatus. To 
LhaL end, the remote control 102 is provided with a microphone 104 
tor enabling a vieer of the remote oonLiol Lu input speech commands . 
To enable the system to receive speech commando from users not in 
possession of the remote control 102, the ayaLem includes a further 
microphone 107, arranged, for example, on the television receiver 
101. in order to minJmlzp. conflicting speech commands , the system 
includes input designation means, e.g., button 1U* on the remote 

PHTW000005-DRIEF 062206 7 
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coiiuul 102 enabling the usar in possession uf the remote control 
102 to designate the microphone 104 and/or the further microphone 
107 dH a signal source (of the speech comrwinds) for the speech 
processor . 

Claim 8 relates to a remote control for- u** in such a system, 
while claim 9 relates to an apparatus for uac in such a system. 
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(vi) Gruunda of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

(A) Whether the invention, at* claimed in claims 4-10 f is 
anticipated, under 35 U.S. C. 102(e), by U.S. PaLent 6,337,380 to 
Alien. 
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(vii) Ar guments 

(a) Re lection under 35 U.S.C. 1 02 (e) over Allen . 
[1) Claims 4-7 and 10 

The Allen patent discloses systems and d«vic:ea for audio 
capture and communication duriny television broadcasto, in which a 
reiiK.il.* control 204 sendo remote control signals tn a seL-Lop box 
102 tor controlling signal* sent by the set-top box 102 to a 
television receiver 202 connected thereto. The remote control 204 
contains a microphone 208 (indio*i.*d as 209 in Fig. 2) for 
capturing youmi wave and generating an analog or digital audio 
signal. The microphone 208 is controlled hy a switch 206 which 
toggles operat-ion of the microphone 208. The remote control 204 
includcc a transmitter 210 for transmit-tiiiy the control signals as 
well bb r.he audio signal to the set-top box 102 - The set-top box 
102 includes a receiver 2 12 for receiving the signals from the 
transmitter 210 and a converter 214 for converting the audio 
information (i.e., the audio signal) into * digital audio stream 
compatible for transmission over the network 100, i.e., a cable 
system tor reception by the appropriate seL-lojj box -in the network. 
The set-top box 102 may optionally contain an additional microphone 
(200 in Pig. 5) for additionally or alternatively eapLuj.jny audio 
signals. To Lhal end, the switch 20C on the remote control 204 
alternatively controls the microphone on the set-i.op Iju* 102 as 
well as the self-contained microphone • 

FHTW000005-BRIEF-062206 10 
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The subject invention relates to a system including an 
apparatus and a remote control for uuni. rolling the apparatus The 
system comprises a speech processor for processing speech commands, 
a microphone arranged on thfi renioLti contr4ol for enabling a user of 
the rfimnLe control to input the opeech commands, a further- 
microphone for enabling further uaers of the system to input cpeech 
conut.dr.dfi, and input designation means for enabling th* iiHer lo 
selectively designate which of the microphone and the further 
microphone is to be used ao a signal source to the apRfich 
processor. 

Tt is well-founded that "A claim is anticipated only if each 
and every element as set forl.h in the claim is found, cither 
expressly or inherently dcecribed, in a single prior art 
reference-" vertiegaal Bras, v. TTm'nn Oil Co. of California, 814 
F.2d 626, 631, 2 UGPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987), Further, "The 
identical invention must h« shown in as complete detail as ia 
contained in the ... claim,*' Richardson v. Suzu*i Motor Co., 868 
F.2d 1226, 1236, 9 USVQ2d 1913, 1920 (F«d. Cir. 1585). 

The Examiner has indicated that Alien teaches "an inherent 
speech processor for plocmkh ing speech commands {colt 4 lines 34 
40) " . 

Appellants submit thai. I.h« Examiner is mistaken. In order for 
there to be inherency, there must be eoraa suggestion of the 
liuulHt.iun in the x-eference. Appellants urge that such a guqqeotion 

PHTW000005- BRIEF 062206 11 
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is non 



■existent in Allen. In particular, Allen etatco, ac col. 4, 



lines 34-40: 

"In the illustrated ettibodlmfint , Lhe remote control 204 
includes a mici^hrme 208 for capturing sound waves anrt 
generating an analog or diqitai audio signal . The 
microphone 208 ic in electrical cnmrnimi^Lion with a 
microphone button 206, which Logglea operation or the 
microphone 2 0ft in one implementation , The remote 
com ml 204 may further include additional ImLLons to 
control variouc features of the STR 102 and the 
telcvioion 202." 

Appellants submit that the only suggestion in the Above 
passage io that the remote control includes means operated by the 
additional buttons for generating control signals for controlling 
the STB 102 and the television 202. 

As .Ascribed in Allen at col. l, lines 28-56, the watching of 
some television programs is a rromiuuiial event and it ia dceirable to 
convert with other viewers during the broadcast of the pruyxara. 
However, when the viewer* sre. in different locations, it may not toe 
couvrtnient to conduct a teleconference during the program. 

Allen then describe*, at cjoI. 1, line 66 to col. 2, line 37, 
thai, the system of the invention provides an altemar.R 
communication system jn which audio information ia captured by a 
microphone in one room, eent to the corresponding set-Luy box, and 
transmitted via the network Lu a set-top box at another location 
for reproduction by a connected television receiver. 

This function nf the ayatem of Allen is described in detail at 
col, 4, line 17 through col. 10, line 6. Nowhere in Allen is there 
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any suggest. inn that the audio information being admired by the 
microphone is speech control .information for controlling functions 
of th« seL-Lop box and/or the television. 

In the current Office Ad. ion, the Examiner states * All en 
(6,397,3637) does inherently teach a speech prui:«rtfior, col. 4, 
lines 34-40 (speprh processing is the convcroion from sound into 
F.leuLrical impulses, thus inherently needs a pru.;*fisor via DSP or 
come analog to diglr.al formatting to process sound/cpeech) The 
Kxaminer further states "Allen does teach r.hat the audio 
information being captured by the microphone io opeech- controlled 
information for controlling functions of the seL-Lop box and/or 
television, col. *, lines 34-45; col- 7, linee 62-67 and col- 8, 
lines 1-5 (Allen' o remote control has a mjcrnphnne, which is used 
for picking up ^ihftch signals , and the remote, which has a 
microphone, can be activated to control i.he STB, thus, if the 
remote, whir* is speech activated, controls the STH, the person 
speaking into the microphone, as long aw l:h* microphone is 
activated, will h* controlling the GTDK" 

Appellants believa that the Examiner is uAing a flawed 
def i nil. ion of * speech processor". Claims <L and 10 specifically 
recite "a speech processor Tor processing speech commands tor 
controlling said apparatus in accordance with said speech commands' 
and "processing the speech input uummrtrirlfi in order to control said 
apparatus in accordance with the speech input commands''. It yhr.>ul<3 

PHTW000005-BRIEF- 062206 13 
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bec ].HHt: that speech processing io not mp.rely 'the conversion from 
sound inco electrical impulses, thu3 inherently needs a processor 
via DSP or some stnaloq to digital forrnattiny to process 
sound/cpeech" , ae suyy**ted by the Examiner, but rather, is the 
proofing of speech commands for controlling Lhe apparatus in 
accordance with Ui* speech commando. 

The Examiner has gone through great: pains to attempt to Dhow 
that Allen contemplate speech control ct the set-top box. However, 
the*H efforts ore erroneous, in particular, the sections of Allen 
noted by the Examiner- Are as follows: 
Ceil. 4, lines 34 -45i 

"in the illuHi.rated embodiment, the remote control 204 
includes a microphone 208 for capturing sound wave* and 
generating an analog or digital audio siyxial. The 
microphone 208 is in elei.it. Heal communication with a 
microphone buU.on 206, which togglec operation of the 
microphone 208 in one implementation. The remote 
control 204 may further include additional buttons to 
control various feature of the 9TB 102 and the 
television 7.02. As used herein, the term "button" 
contemplates other typec ot controls, such as nwitcheu 
and the like. In addition, multiplR hutLoiib or controls 
may be provided for acr.ivatiny and deactivating the 
mi c rophone 208." 

and col, 7, linco 62-G7 and col. 8, line* 1-5: 

-In y*l. another alternative embodiment, the remote 
control 504 and the STB 502 may both be conf i gnred wiLh 
a microphone 20B, This would allow a uaer to select 
between a microphone 208 disposed locally on the remote 
coiiuol S04 and a microphone 208 disposed remotely on 
the STB 102. Thus, a ucer may conveniently switch 
between a microphone 2D« at a flxert location and a 
remote -mounted microphone 208 that is highly mobile. In 
one embodiment, the "awitch" button 41U of Kite. 4 may 
be uocd for this purpose." 
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It should be apparent from the above that Allen does not show 
or suggest thai i.he microphone io for receiving speech commands and 
that these commands are used Cor controlling the STB or television. 
Rather, all hi apecifically states "The remote control 204 may 
further include additional buLLons to control various features of 
the str 102 and the television 

The Examiner may then question why would Allen include the 
microphone on the remote control if not r.o transmit speech commands 
for controlling the STB and television. Allen answers this quRry aL 
col. 1, lines 57-60: "Thus, it would be an advancement in the art 
to provide a convenient technique for conversing during a 
television broadcast with one or more other viewers at remote 
physical location*." Further, at col. 3, lines 3-4, Allen suae-.s 
"Embodiments of syotems and devices for <uidio capture and 
communication axe described herein." Finally, Fig. 8 shows a 
flowchart ot "a method for audio umiuire and communication" which 
is described in Allen at col. 8, line b to col. 9, line 30. Tt 
should thus be apparent that, the microphones are for establiohing 
communication between the uacr at one location and another user at 
a accond location. There Jr nn disclosure or suggestion oi the 
speech being captured by the microphones being URRrt to conLxol the 
SUB and/or television. 

The Examiner now states "The prior art Leches a processor 
that uses *p«e»i-h commands to control a device col. 6, lines 54-67. 

PHTW000005-ftRTRF-062206 IS 
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The processor manages the STB, converts audio information from the 
remote to one or more GTD." 

Aqain, Appellants submit that the Examiner is mistaken, tn 
particular, the cited portion of Allen stales : 

«In various embodiments, the controller 310 may be 
embodied *r a microcontroller, a microprocessor, * 
digital signal processor (t>sy) or other device known m 
the art. The controller 3!i f» manages the operation of 
the STB 102. inoludiiiy, for example, the conversion of 
the encoded audio information, the storage of l.h* audio 
information, the transmission and reception of audio 
information from the network 100, and the like. Ae 
noted above, the controller 310 may perform these and 
other operations based on control signals genpraLed by 
11* remote control 201 and transmitted to Lhe receiver 
212 

"As describe! in greater detail below, the audio 
inform* i. ion may be converted, comprised ami 
transmitted across the network 1 0ft to one or more other 
STBa 102 where it is. . . 

Appellants stress that the above passage from Allan has 
nothing to do with processing speech commands to form control 
signals Eur controllinq an apparatus. Rather, Allen la merely 
stating that ths control ler manages the conversion of the encoded 
*uriio information, the storage of the audio information, the 
transmission anci rP.nepLiun of audio information from the network. 
The only mention of control signals is *r.he. conLroller 310 may 
perform these anrl other operations baocd on control signals 
generated by the remote control 2 04 *nil transmitted to the receiver 
212". However, as clearly stated in Allen at col. 4, lines 39-41 
tt Thc remote control 204 may J"u ruber include additional buttons to 
control various features ot the Si'H 102 and the television 202". 

t>HTW000005-BRIEF- AS2206 1G 
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Nowhere In Allen is there any suggestion th*l- these control Diqnals 
result from speech commanda inputted by the user into the 
microphone . 

(2) Claim 0 

The above arguments with respect to Allen are incorporated 
herein. 

The invention as claimed in claim 9 relate* i.o a remote 
control for use in the abovp. syaLera, in which the remote control 
includes microphone for enabling a user of nn.id remote control 
to input speech conanandy for processing by * cpeech processor to 
coriuol said apparatua in accordance will, mid speech commando" and 
"input designation mn^ns for enabling the user to selectively 
rifisiyxidte said microphone or a further microphone as a signal 
cource to said speenh processor" . 

Appellants cubmit that while aiIrti discloses a remote control 
with a microphone, as clearly indicated above, there j.q no 
disclosure or suggestion in Allnn of a speech proccooor tor 
generatiny control signals from speech commands spoken .i nl.fi the 
microphone for controlling an apj^ratus. 

FurLher, while Allen dioclocee the ability to a^leri. between a 
microphone on the rp.mnte uouLrol and a microphone on, for example, 
the set-top box (col- 7, line6^ to col. a, line 5), Appellants 
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srress that. Lhere is no disclosure or sulfation that such a 
selection designate* a signal source to the speech proctor. 

(3) Claim 9 

The above arguments wiLl. r*spect to Allen are incorporated 
herein i 

The invention as claimed Lv claim 9 relates to an apparatus 
for use In the above system, in which the apparatus includes »a 
speech processor for processing speech commands to control *Hirl 
apparalu* in accordance with said speech commands" . "a further 
microphone arranged on »*id apparatus for generating speech 
commands for said apparatus" and -inpuL .1*signation means for 
enabling a user to se.l actively designate which of said microphone 
and said further microphone Is to be ufiftd as a signal source to 
paid speech pronHsaor* . 

First, ai3 clearly indicated above. Appellants strc3Q that 
Allen neither tllscloses nor sugqeets a »a speech prncesuur for 
processing speech commands U> control said apparatus in accordance 
with said speech commands" . 

Further, while the set-i.op box in Allen may include a 
mlnrophoiie for receiving speech signals, there is no disclosure or 
suggestion in Allen thai. Lhese speech siqnalo ehould be speech 
commands for application to a speech process for generating 
control *ignalB for controlling an apparatus. 

PHTWO00OO [ S-BRIEF-0G220G 18 
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Finally, while Alien discloses the ability to select between a 
microphone en the remote control and a microphone on, for example, 
the set-top box (col. 7. lineGD to col. 8, line -5), Appellate 
stress fchaL there is no disclosure or suggestion that such a 
selection designer.™ a signal source to the sp»*r:h processor. 

Based on the above argument d, Appellant* believe that the 
subject invention is neither anticipated nor rendered dbviu..* by 
the prior art -nd is patentable thereover. Therefore. Appellants 
respectfully request chat chin Board reverse the decisions of the 
Examiner and all™ this application to pass on to issue, 

Respectfully submitted. 




Attorney 



PHTW000005-P.KTEF-06220G 19 

PAGE 21/26 * RCVD AT 6/23/2006 1:08:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/2 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:914 332 0615 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-40 



JUN-23-2006 13:18 ' PHILIPS IP AND S 914 332 0615 P. 22 



(viii) Claims Appen dix. 



1-3, (Cancelled) 



4, (Previously Presence!) A system including an apparatus and a 
remote control for controlling sa.ld apparatus, the ey^em 
comprising ; 

a speech processor for processing speech command* fur 
, controlling said apparatus in accordance with said speech commands; 

a microphone arranged c. «aid remote control fox- enabling 
a user ot said rRmuLe control to input said speech commonde; 

a further microphone Eor enablinq lurther users of the 
system to input speech commands? and 
10 input designation means for enabling the user Lu 

selectively Obsignate which ot said microphone and aaid further 
microphone io to be used *s a signal source to said iq^uh 
processor . 

5. (Previously Preaentcd) tha system as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein said input, emigration means controls the npeech procesoor 
to process speech commands from said microphone only. 
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6 (Previously Presented) The system «• claimed in claim 4, 
w Her<in oaid Inp.t design — =~ che speech proceesor 
to process speech a**™!- from paid further microphone only. 

V (Previously yr.-m.-d) The system a, claimed in claim 4, 
herein .aid input denization mean* control, the speech processor 
to p, 0 c. B 3Peeoh elands from botn -id microphone and «ad 
further mic, .phone, said microphone having priority over oaid 

5 further microphone. 

. (Previously Presented) A remote control for use in • system 
including « apparatus and said remote contro! A,r controlling said 
apparaCUD, the remote control comprising: 

a microphone for enabling a ucer of »ld remote control u. 
5 input speech co-land, for preceding 1* a speech proems,, to 
control said apparatus in accordance «ith said speech command,; 

input designation means for enablinq the user tu 
selectively debate said Aerophone or a furlher microphone a, a 
signal source to- said opeech proc-Rsaor. 

9 . (w iou«ly Presented) An apparatus for uee in a extern 
ix^rluding a aid apparatus and a remote control for controlling said 
apparatus, said remote control bavin* a microphone for enabling a 
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to send .^ch commands U-> said apparatus said apparatus 



user 

comprising: 
a 



-peeoh prosed Or proving .^ch =0^^ to 

co D ,rol said " «~"~ » ith " aid ^ 

„ further ™icro r W .rra»go<S °» WP»rrtu. (or 

gating «P«ch cc-w*. tor .pp^s; -1 

iaput KiM for -»»■. - «« » 

,„ igM te *i* of .i* — - «« m " i0r0Ph ° ne 19 
to 1. »«d .3 a .lsn.1 -»rce to 3P -ch procoosor. 

comprising Uie stepo: 

troMmltti,* we.cn =o««»and» to tho apparatus do. » 
^orophon* IkM* in a r„„te control for rt-lW t*. 

5 ypparatuo r 

fitting f«i.-r .peec* <*»». to the apparatus Iro. 
B further micrnphune included in the apparatus; 

selectively de. R i y natin g which of speech coonnands and 

aai d further speech comnands are to b e used a B input 
10 commam-ls for caid appa™Lus; and 

pjlJ ce Sa ing ths .p~c* input conunanaa in order to control 
sy ;d apparatus in ^cordanco with the speech input cornnand*. 
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( ix ) wviriencH. A ppendix 

There ia no which had been submitted under .7 C.P.R- 

X.130, 1.13! or 1.132, or any of.her evidence en,*red by the 
^ and relied upon by Appellant Jn this APP^l. 
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(x) jV^M—* twr^ftftdingo Appendix 

sinc . ,*«~ vcr, no p-oe-ai*. in <ll > 



C.P.R- 41.37. 
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